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Background to the Policy 
 
The appended document ‘Parish of Bitteswell Byelaws to amend Byelaws with 
respect to The Village Green’, coming into operation on the 30th day of April 1986 by 
order of the Secretary of State, confirms the prohibitions in respect of access and 
usage except with the express ‘consent of the Council (which) means the Parish 
Council of Bitteswell.’ Paragraphs 3 to 7 inclusive detail the prohibitions and 
Paragraphs 8 and 9 detail the liabilities in law for any infringement. The same 
document delineates the site and boundaries of the Village Green. Paragraph 10 
identifies the preceding Byelaws, now revoked. 
 
Bitteswell with Bittesby Parish Council, as the registered owner of the Village Green, 
has a long-standing commitment to acting as a good custodian both in respect of 
upkeep and in supporting communal events which are of whole-village benefit. Each 
of the presently established Councillor members affirms that continuing 
commitment.  
 
Very infrequently, difficult circumstances can arise when a request, entirely 
reasonable to the proposer, unwittingly would breach a legal prohibition. Current 
Bitteswell with Bittesby Parish Council Councillors are clear that they do not have, 
nor do they wish to have, the authority to give consent in such circumstances. As 
well as the propriety of fulfilling the law, additionally they judge it imprudent to have 
any perceived precedent set for the future. Members of the Bitteswell with Bittesby 
Parish Council judge that otherwise they would not be fulfilling properly their 
custodian responsibilities. At the same time, current Councillors, conscious that the 
history of Bitteswell may have bequeathed them the rare, compromised 
circumstance in this matter, remain content with known established and inherited 
practice.  
 
The Policy 
 
Bitteswell with Bittesby Parish Council will ensure that its decisions and actions are 
compliant with the Village Green Byelaws except in a circumstance where a law 
superordinate to the Byelaws can be demonstrated beyond doubt.  This Policy will 
be reviewed whenever there is a change in the membership of the Council.  
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 


